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 WASHINGTON, D.C. - Today, Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District), Community Health Programs (CHP) and Berkshire Health Systems announced that the Neighborhood Health Center in Pittsfield will become a Federally Qualified Health Center (FQHC). 

 Federally Qualified Health Centers are non-profit, federally-designated organizations that receive funding to provide medical care to the uninsured and underinsured. These centers also accept all types of health insurance. 

 "Expanding access to affordable health care is one of my top priorities," Congressman John Olver said. "Community health centers are one of the most efficient ways to provide critical services, including preventative care, to the most vulnerable populations who aren't receiving necessary medical services elsewhere." 

 Community Health Programs, in collaboration with BHS, applied for the FQHC designation in order to expand service for families and communities throughout Berkshire County utilizing the Neighborhood Health Center as a satellite program building on the long-term success of CHP's South Berkshire center. As a result, Community Health Programs has been awarded a $329,167 a Department of Health and Human Services New Access Point Grant Award to begin the transition. 

 "This is a very exciting opportunity for Community Health Programs," said Marcia Savage, Executive Director of Community Health Programs.  "We are enthusiastic about the possibility of expanding our role in Berkshire County.   We very much look forward to continuing to provide high quality health care to the residents throughout the region." 

 The Neighborhood Health Center, located at 510 North Street in Pittsfield is currently administered by Berkshire Health Systems.  Within the next few months, NHC will transition to Community Health Programs in order to be able to offer the benefit of a FQHC to the community. Berkshire Health Systems will remain a partner in the delivery of care at the Neighborhood Health Center in collaboration with CHP. 

 "The success of the Community Health Program's center in Great Barrington - an initiative that was borne out of a collaborative effort between BHS, CHP and community leaders in Southern Berkshire nearly ten years ago - has shown that this model of care is of great benefit to the community," said David E. Phelps, President of Berkshire Health Systems. "Because of this success, and with our mission to meet community needs in mind, Berkshire Health Systems and CHP are working to bring this model of healthcare delivery to more Berkshire County residents so that they have access to the primary care services they need." 

 Community Health Programs' mission is to provide accessible care and services to improve the health and well being of residents of all ages living in Berkshire County and adjacent communities, regardless of insurance status, immigrant status or ability to pay.  Currently, CHP serves over 5,000 individuals annually through its many programs. 

For additional information , contact: Marcia Savage, Executive Director, Community Health Programs, 413-528-9311  
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